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IHT SPECIAL

Tribal Clashes at Universities Add to Tensions in

Jordan

By RANA F. SWEIS
Published: April 24, 2013

AMMAN — They may begin with a slur, a passing glance or an FACEBOOK
accidental shove: Student brawls that turn into tribal confrontations TWITTER
have become an increasingly worrying phenomenon on university COOGLES
campuses across Jordan,
SAVE
Enlarge This Image  Already tested by tensions between EMAIL
“East Bank” tribes and ‘West Bank” -
. Palestinians, and contested by pro-
AR democracy activists, the country’s PRINT
B authorities now must respond to REPRINTS
i fli""'“:"‘-r'"i rising inter-tribal hostilities among
, sa BF the young.

Jared J. Kohler

Jordanian students demonstrate
against university violence outside the
University of Jordan in Amman.

Connect With
Us on Twitter
Follow
@nytimesworld for
international
breaking news and
headlines.

Twitter List: Reporters and Editors

World

institutions.

Nearly two years ago, academics and social experts drew up a comprehensive strategy to
combat campus violence. Their report found that failures of law enforcement had
enabled a hard core of troublemakers to incite repeated disturbances with impunity.

“Tribal violence at universities is
reaching an alarming level,” said
Mohammad Nsour, a lawyer and associate professor at the
faculty of law at the University of Jordan. “It has reached
a level where we are reminded of the sectarian violence in
Lebanon and Iraq.”

With 264,000 students enrolled in public and private
universities, according to the ministry of higher education,
the descent into tribalism threatens to undermine both
the rule of law and Jordan’s respected academic

Yo

www.nytimes.com/2013/04/25/world/middleeast/tribal-clashes-at-universities-add-to-tensions-in-jordan.html
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